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UNSW LAUNCH ON NORTHBOURNE: SOCIAL CYBER STARTUP 
 
On 3 August, the Social Cyber Group, a start-up conceived in 
UNSW Canberra, took its place in the tech-hub “Launch on 
Northbourne”, operated by the university (www.socialcyber.co). 
UNSW Canberra has established Launch on Northbourne as a 
Defence and Security Innovation Space in the city. The Social 
Cyber Group brings the techniques of social science to large 
corporations and government agencies to help them blend 
security, digital transformation, and human capital—with a strong 
ethical foundation. The innovation hub is host to three floors of 
collaborative work spaces, private offices, meeting rooms, event 
and makerspaces.  

 
 
BOOK RELEASE: Cyber Security Education in the New Cold War  
 

 

On 31 July, the world’s leading social science publisher, Routledge, released the book 
Cyber Security Education: Principles and Polices. It includes work by several researchers 
associated with the Social Cyber Institute (SCI), and has been edited by Professor Greg 
Austin, a co-founder of SCI. Once the preserve of small groups of dedicated educators 
and industry professionals, the subject of cyber security education is now on the frontlines 
of geopolitical confrontation and business strategy The past ten years have seen a 
tectonic shift in the significance of this subject. This book investigates the goals and policy 
aspects of cyber security education in the light of escalating technical, social and 
geopolitical challenges.  

 
COMING EVENTS (All times are Sydney time) 
 
19 August 11.00 am to 12.30 pm: Webinar: Australia Needs a National Resilience Commission  
 

 

Three senior researchers have recommended creation of a National Resilience Advisory 
Commission (NRAC) to prepare better the economy for future disasters. The proposal is 
part of their submission to the Senate Select Committee on Covid-19. The webinar will 
feature Professor Glenn Withers AO, immediate Past President of the Academy for the 
Social Sciences in Australia, who will present the concept. A new Commission could bring 
together peak bodies from business, worker organisations, social welfare advocacy, and 
conservation. It would replace present ad hoc approaches, including the Covid 
Commission, to allow for comprehensive and inclusive planning for recovery and renewal 
of the economy. Withers will be joined on the panel for this seminar by Adam Henry, co-
author of the submission, an adjunct at UNSW Canberra, and Director. Education and 
Research Programs at FifthDomain.  
Register here. 

  

http://www.socialcyber.co/
https://www.socialcyber.co/notable-research
https://www.routledge.com/Cyber-Security-Education-Principles-and-Policies/Austin/p/book/9780367421915
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/australian-disaster-resilience-commission-tickets-114043348726?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=2036ed40-1c29-4aad-9139-bd78d92e0abb&subId=684284
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/australian-disaster-resilience-commission-tickets-114043348726?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch


21 August .9.30 am to 12.30 pm: Virtual Workshop: Australia’s National Cyber Emergency  

 

 

The Social Cyber Institute will conduct a free interactive workshop via Zoom for 20 senior 
executives from business and government to review Australia’s preparedness for a 
national cyber emergency. The workshop will be led by Dr Greg Austin, Professor of Cyber 
Security, Strategy and Diplomacy at UNSW Canberra and the head of the programme on 
Cyber, Space and Future Conflict at the International Institute for Strategic Studies. Austin 
was editor of the 2020 book National Cyber Emergencies: the Return to Civil Defence. The 
workshop will provide an opportunity for participants to exchange ideas and knowledge 
relevant to their businesses, state governments or federal government agencies. 
Register your interest by contacting Lisa Materano, Business Director, SCI 
mailto:lisa.materano@socialcyber.co 

 
26 August 11.00 am to 12.30 pm: Webinar: Creating Social Cyber Value: New Approaches to 
Corporate Cyber Risk 
 

 

In the initial research paper of the SCI, Professors Greg Austin and Glenn Withers argue 
for the centrality of social science in cyber space management at all levels of national 
policy, enterprise development and human welfare. They introduce a novel concept to help 
achieve this reorientation: “creating social cyber value”. This refers to optimised 
information ecosystem performance: maximising benefit while minimising insecurity and 
incompetence. Moreover, it argues that this can only be attained when the human use and 
misuse of relevant technology is recognised as central. They call for a shake-up in 
organisational structures to place CSOs and CISOs under a new post responsible for all 
aspects of information technology, especially human capital and social aspects. 
Register Here. 

 

16 September – 14 October 2020 (Every Wednesday and Friday 10.00 am to 12.30 pm):  The 
Executive Certificate in Resilience Policy and Practice 
 

 

This pioneering program introduces participants to concepts and case studies distilled 
from the global experience of disaster response and resilience. See full course brochure 
here. It has four main situational focal points: cyber, pandemic, climate change, and 
drought. It is multi-disciplinary in approach, with a strong emphasis on human capital. It 
analyses the integration from the outset of first order effects (cyber shutdowns, disease, 
ocean surges, bushfires) with second and third order effects in business, social life and 
national economies. While the course has a primary focus on disaster preparedness and 
resilience, the material is equally relevant to the resilience needs of political and economic 
shocks, including protracted military confrontations or war. The course steers participants 
to reliance on globally available IT-based analysis, research and communications as vital 
enablers of more effective response. International connectivity and advanced ICTs can be 
one source of disaster to economic shock but they are a much bigger part of all solutions. 
Register your interest by contacting Lisa Materano, Business Director, SCI 
mailto:lisa.materano@socialcyber.co 
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For more details on the Social Cyber Group see: https://www.socialcyber.co/ 
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